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About “The RBM Journal”  

The Rowboat Motor Journal was 
created in order to provide rowboat 
motor-related information to any and 
all interested parties, as well as be 
used as a means of communication 
between collectors of the early 
motors that form the foundation of 
the marine outboard engine industry 
as well as the original building blocks 
upon which our hobby is based. 
Intended for quarterly publication, it 
is a non-profit enterprise with all 
information (technical or otherwise) 
procured, verified within reason for 
accuracy, and assembled strictly 
through the work of volunteers. 

     To that end, participating members 
are encouraged to share their 
expertise and understanding so as to 
assist in the future preservation of not 
only the motors themselves, but the 
knowledge there-of. Members may be 
solicited by the Editor to assist with 
providing in-sight with respect to 
restoration techniques, part 
reproduction, shop practices, motor 
information and any other pertinent 
exchange of data, up to and including 
publication of donated pictures or 
images, detailed accounts of current 
restoration projects, recent “new” old 
motor discoveries or acquisitions, or 
pictorial demonstration(s) of rowboat 
motors on display or in actual use. 

The Editor of the Rowboat Motor 
Journal and its contributors assume 
no responsibility whatsoever for any 
incident or injury that may arise from 
any use of information (in whole or in 
part) presented within the contents of 
this publication.  
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From The Editors Desk…. 
      

     The snow has finally disappeared 
for good, signaling the official 
opening of another boating season 
here in southern Ontario. If the 
weather cooperates, I might actually 
get a rowboat motor out on Lake St. 
Clair by mid-April. 
 
     The patent teaser in the previous 
issue only generated one response. 
Arlan Carter correctly identified the 
patent drawing as having been issued 
to L.P. McNett of Yonkers, NY, and 
assigned to the American Motor Co. 
of New York, NY. 
 
     Word of our chapter and what it is 
about is slowly starting to get spread 
around.  Maple Leaf Chapter leader 
Glenn Wiegel recently contacted me 
to say that his chapter is building a 
list of people or groups who would be 
willing to make themselves available 
for consultation in the event that 
collectors are looking for specific 
motor information that might not be 
readily available to them through 
other sources. I agreed to the MLC 
listing our group as a reference for 
rowboat motor related questions. In 
addition, I have seen references on 
other websites (such as 
Oldmarineengine.com) where the 
RBM Discussion Board is being 
promoted as a possible source of 
information for people who may not 
be aware that such a thing exists. 
Thanks goes out to the members who 
thought about mentioning us when 
they were viewing other motor-
related websites. With regards to the 
overall growth of the chapter, our 
number of registered participants is 
up to 84 names now. 
 
     In Chapter news, the Rowboat 
Motor Chapter is looking towards 
participating in at least two wet 
events this season. The first will take 
place during the Constantine Super 
Meet, as we have the permission of 
the meet sponsors to promote another 
Rowboat Motor Round-up similar to 
what was done there in July of 2007. 
At that time, we had more than two-
dozen rowboat motor and boat 
combinations running on the water 
during Friday’s test day.  Ultimately 
when it came time to organize a 
parade on Saturday afternoon, we had 
hoped to possibly accommodate as 
many as 40 boats and motors, but for 

various reasons we had to settle for 
less than half that amount of RBM-
powered craft. However, it was still 
considered to be a historic and 
enjoyable event for those who were 
present to witness or participate in the 
festivities. The RBM parade and 
several other meet highlights, 
(including the revival and operation 
of B.J. Pawlaczyk’s 1906 air-cooled 
Waterman) were preserved on a 
DVD. I’m not sure if anyone will be 
doing any video recording this year, 
but it would be nice to be able to put 
on a good show again for the folks 
who attend the Constantine meet just 
the same. Officially, the meet theme 
is “Motors From A Catalog”, but no 
one should let that discourage him or 
her from bringing out any type of 
rowboat motor if they wish to show it 
off.  Meet dates are July 9-11, 2010. 
Contact the RBM Chapter Newsletter 
Editor if you need further information 
or assistance. 
 
     The next event that the Rowboat 
Motor Chapter is invited to take part 
in is the Ford Lake Meet in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan. Once again the Piquette 
T’s antique car club is sponsoring the 
event, with Randy Mason 
volunteering to act as meet host. 
Members are invited to bring their 
motors and boats out to Ford Lake 
Park on Saturday, August 7

th
, 2010. 

The antique car collectors again are 
offering rides in their wonderful old 
vehicles to any and all interested 
parties. This event is a bit of a late 
starter, so there’s no need to arrive at 
the crack of dawn; things generally 
get going around 11-ish for this one, 
so please plan accordingly.  
 
     Awhile back I had started writing 
some technical columns that were 
attempting to provide some insight on 
rowboat motor ignition systems, in 
particular the Evinrude flywheel 
magnetos of the 1915 to mid 1920’s 
vintage. Somewhere along the line I 
received a question about how many 
different styles of timer levers were 
on Evinrude motors. After a couple of 
false starts, we’re going to try our 
best to answer that question in this 
edition of the chapter rag. Harry 
Nicholson, Bob Grubb, and Brook 
Newcomb all contributed to this 
effort, so hopefully we can eliminate 
some of the mystery in this matter. 
Regards, Christopher Scratch 



 

 

 

 
Richard White running his 1916 Evinrude Model “A” 

 

 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Mussehl touring in an Old Towne Canoe powered by a 1920 battery-ignition Koban 

Photo Album Archives…..Rowboat Motor Round-Up at the 2007 Constantine Super 

Meet (photos courtesy of Chris Eichrodt) 



 

B.J. Pawlaczyk's display featuring a 1892 Allen Electric and a 1906 air-cooled Waterman (pay no attention to 

the classic Merc in the background) 



 

B.J.'s motor being prepped for a run by Jay Walls 

 

 

Jay Walls displays his 1920-ish Amphion 



 

 

Ferro Model 7 owned by Tom Thuerwachter 

 

Original condition Gierholtt long-shaft motor owned by Richard Hiiuvain 

 

Wisconsin RBM owned by Jack Gilbert 



Evinrude Detachable Rowboat Motor Ignition Update (Revised) 
Focusing on Timer Lever Styles from 1909-1928 

 

I had received a question quite some time back about how many different styles of timer levers were used on the 

Evinrude Detachables, and also if knowing the style of timer would be useful in being able to estimate the 

vintage of an Evinrude that was missing the ID tag. While identifying any Evinrude by timer lever alone is far 

from the best method, know what style of timer lever was used in a given period at least allows a person to get 

“in the ballpark” as far as matching a vintage to the motor. Harry Nicholson had done some work with respect to 

this aspect of identifying Evinrudes of various years, and he provided some digital images of several timers. Bob 

Grubb and Brook Newcomb also supplied some missing pieces of the puzzle, resulting in this more complete 

revision of the original column. We’ve given it our best shot in order to present this compilation of pictures and 

accumulated knowledge. Hopefully it will be of some use to our members as an educational aid. These photos 

should provide a fair representation of timers from almost every year that Evinrude was building the Detachable 

Rowboat Motor, so it should give some insight with respect to matching a motor lacking serial numbers to a 

roughly estimated vintage, assuming the magneto is original. 

  

     So, lets start at the beginning with the timer that was used on the early Evinrude skegless models as well as 

the 1913 Model B’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1 – Timer used on Evinrude rowboat motors from 1909-1913 (C. Scratch photo)

      The early style timer was a very simple device that only had one movable part, which was the point actuator 

arm. It lacked any type of ground or kill button like you’ll find on later models. This brass arm had a metallic 

strip fastened to it, onto which the moving point contact was attached. The fixed contact point was adjustable, 

and screwed into a two-piece insulator block (red rectangular object in Figure 1).  1910-11 timers had no 

identifying marks on them; in 1912, casting numbers showed up on the two brass parts in 1912-13. Casting 

number “T1” identified the main timer lever, and the point actuator arm was ID’d as “T2”. The last known year 

for this timer configuration was 1913. 

 

     The next type of timer lever found on Evinrude motors was made of aluminum, and came out with the 

introduction of the flywheel magneto models. This timer had a brass ground button that served as an ignition kill 

switch. Although it was a magneto ignition, the points were exposed on the side of the timer itself. The timer in 

Figure 2 is the early 1914 version with the ground button perpendicular to the timer lever. The timer in Figure 3 

with the ground button on an angle is the later 1914 and 1915 version; here it is found on a 1915 Evinrude Model 

D.
 



 

 

 
 

Figure 2 - Timer on early 1914 Evinrude (B. Grubb photo) 

 

 

 

Figure 3 - Aluminum timer lever found on a 1915 Evinrude Model D with exposed points visible (H. Nicholson photo)

 

 



The next type of timer we’ll look at is one that was used from around the period of the late teens (c. 1917) up 

until around 1920 (give or take). The handle had sort of an “I-beam” configuration. It is a bronze timer arm with 

the points again located out where they were easily inspected and adjusted. The reason why the points continued 

to be attached to the timer lever and exterior of the flywheel is unclear, although it may have something to do 

with the fact that the Evinrude Detachable was still sold as a battery-ignition model if that is what the customer 

desired.

  

 

Figure 4 - Timer lever on an Evinrude from approximately 1917-1921. Points are visible on the side of the timer 

lever. (H. Nicholson photo) 

Next, we received word from Brook Newcomb that some Evinrudes used yet another style of timer lever. It had a 

flat handle of brass and featured a ground button that was attached to the outside of the timer, and has been found 

on at least three motors that are identified by serial number as being of 1920 vintage. 

 

 

Figure 5 - Timer lever on a 1920 Evinrude Detachable (B. Newcomb photo) 



     The next featured style of timer lever was introduced in 1922. This timer configuration was the first one that 

did not have the ignition points attached to it, as the points were now concealed underneath the flywheel. This 

timer was available in nickel-plated brass as well as polished aluminum. It is likely that the aluminum timer 

levers were intended for use on the infamous Evinrude Model “K” Lightweight, but they have been found on 

model “A” Evinrudes as well. 

 

 

Figure 6 - Aluminum timer lever was first used in 1922 (H. Nicholson photo) 

 

  
Figure 7 - Nickel-plated timer circa 1923 (H. Nicholson photo)



     The final type of timer we’ll display in this issue is the cast aluminum bar-type of timer that was seen on the 

very late Evinrude rowboat motors of the 1924-28 time period, as well as some other devices such as the Model 

“P” centrifugal pumps.  

 

 
 

Figure 8 - Timer lever used on 1924-28 Evinrude motors (B. Newcomb photo) 

 

Figure 9 - Timer style used on 1927 Evinrude Model "A". These later Evinrudes were all rope-start motors, as the 

knob start long been discontinued (H. Nicholson photo) 

That’s all for now. Thank you to Harry Nicholson, Bob Grubb and Brook Newcomb for helping produce this 

column for the newsletter.

 



 

 

 

 

 

Here are two photos of a Breeze float-feed carburetor. This particular carb was used on a 1911 upright Waterman Porto.  

(Images courtesy of Bill McIsaac) 
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